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Appendix 
Checklist of Freshwater Fishes of Nepal 
 
Indigenous fish species 
SN Family/Scientific Name {Valid Synonym 

(Fish Base) http://www.fishbase.org} 
 Synonyms still in use Importance Conservation 

Status: IUCN* 
Ecology/Habitat 
requirement 

 Family: Clupeidae     
1 Gudusia chapra (Hamilton, 1822) Gudusia godanahia Srivastava, 1968 subsistence fisheries  rivers, ponds, ditches 
2 Gudusia variegata (Day, 1870)  subsistence fisheries  rivers 
 Family: Engraulidae     
3 Setipinna phasa (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries (minor)  rivers 
 Family: Notopteridae     
4 Chitala chitala (Hamilton, 1822) Notopterus chitala (Hamiolton, 1822) aquaculture, game fish, fisheries  rivers, lakes, reservoirs, pond 
5 Notopterus notopterus (Pallas, 1769)  fisheries, aquaculture, aquarium  rivers, streams, lakes 
 Family: Cyprinidae     
6 Amblypharyngodon mola (Hamilton, 1822)    ponds, slow moving streams 
7 Aspidoparia jaya (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries (minor)  streams, ponds 
8 Aspidoparia morar (Hamilton, 1822)    streams, ponds 
9 Bangana diplostoma (Heckel, 1838) Labeo sindensis (Day, 1872) fisheries (minor)   
10 Barilius barila (Hamilton, 1822)  bait  hill streams 
11 Barilius barna (Hamilton, 1822)    hill streams 
12 Barilius bendelisis (Hamilton, 1807)  fisheries  streams, rivers 
13 Barilius radiolatus Gunther 1868    streams 
14 Barilius shacra (Hamilton, 1822)    rivers, streams 
15 Barilius tileo (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries  hill streams, rivers 
16 Barilius vagra (Hamilton, 1822)    hill streams 
17 Bengala elanga (Hamilton, 1822) Rasbora elanga (Hamilton, 1822)   rivers, ponds 
18 Carassius carassius (Linnaeus, 1758) Crucian carp fisheries, game fish, aquarium  ponds, lakes, slow moving 

rivers 
19 Catla catla (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, aquaculture, game fish  rivers, lakes and culture ponds 
20 Chagunius chagunio (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, game fish Vulnerable rivers rocky bottoms 
21 Chela cachius (Hamilton, 1822)  aquarium, bait (occasional)  ponds, ditches, rivers 
22 Chela laubuca (Hamilton, 1822)  aquarium, bait (occasional)  streams, ponds 
23 Cirrhinus cirrhosus (Bloch, 1795) Cirrhinus mrigala (Hamilton, 1822) fisheries, aquaculture, game fish  rivers, streams 
24 Crossocheilus latius (Hamilton, 1822)    streams, rivers 
25 Cyprinion semiplotum (McClelland, 1839) Semiplotus semiplotus (McClelland, 1839) minor commercial   
26 Danio dangila (Hamilton, 1822)    hill streams 
27 Danio rerio (Hamilton, 1822)  aquarium Vulnerable streams, ditches, ponds 



28 Devario aequipinnatus (McClelland, 1839) Danio aequipinnatus (McClelland, 1839) aquarium  hill streams 
29 Devario devario (Hamilton, 1822) Danio devario (Hamilton, 1822) aquarium  rivers, canals, ponds 
30 Diptychus maculatus Steindachner, 1866  fisheries, game fish  mountain streams, lakes 
31 Esomus danricus (Hamilton, 1822)  aquarium  ponds, ditches, canals 
32 Garra annandalei Hora, 1921    hill streams 
33 Garra gotyla gotyla (Gray, 1830) Garra gotyla (Gray, 1830) fisheries (minor)  streams, lakes 
34 Garra lamta (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries  streams, lakes 
35 Garra lissorhynchus (McClelland & Griffith, 

1842) 
   hill streams 

36 Garra mullya (Sykes, 1839)    hill streams 
37 Garra nasuta (McClelland, 1838)    mountain streams 
38 Garra rupecula (McClelland, 1839)    hill streams 
39 Hypselobarbus micropogon (Valenciennes, 

1842) 
Puntius micropogon (Valenciennes, 1842)    

40 Labeo angra (Hamilton, 1822)    rivers, lakes, ponds 
41 Labeo ariza (Hamilton, 1807) Cirrhinus reba (Hamilton, 1822) fisheries, aquaculture  rivers, ponds 
42 Labeo bata (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, aquaculture  rivers 
43 Labeo boga (Hamilton, 1822)    rivers 
44 Labeo caeruleus Day, 1877  fisheries (minor)   
45 Labeo calbasu (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, aquaculture  rivers, ponds 
46 Labeo dyocheilus (McClelland 1839)    large rivers 
47 Labeo fimbriatus (Bloch, 1795)  fisheries, aquaculture  rivers, culture ponds 
48 Labeo gonius (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, aquaculture  rivers 
49 Labeo pangusia (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries  rivers, lakes, ponds 
50 Labeo rohita (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, aquaculture, game fish  rivers, reservoirs 
51 Naziritor chelynoides (McClelland, 1839) Puntius chilinoides (Gunther, 1868)   fast-flowing mountain streams 
12 Neolissochilus hexagonolepis (McClelland, 

1839) 
Acrossocheilus hexagonolepis (McClelland, 
1839) 

fisheries, aquaculture, game fish Vulnerable cold water rivers 

53 Oreichthys cosuatis (Hamilton, 1822)    ditches, ponds, streams 
54 Osteobrama cotio cotio (Hamilton, 1822) Osteobrama cotio (Hamilton, 1822) possibly larvicide  rivers, ditches, ponds, lakes 
55 Osteobrama neilli (Day, 1873)    clear rivers, streams 
56 Poropuntius clavatus (McClelland, 1845) Puntius clavatus (McClelland, 1845) minor commercial  rivers, streams 
57 Puntius chola (Hamilton, 1822) Puntius titus (Hamilton, 1822) fisheries, aquarium  streams, canals, rivers, ponds 
58 Puntius conchonius (Hamilton, 1822)  aquarium  lakes, torrent hill streams 
59 Puntius gelius (Hamilton, 1822)  aquarium  rivers, standing waters 
60 Puntius guganio (Hamilton, 1822)    rivers, canals, ponds 
61 Puntius sarana (Hamilton, 1822)  game fish, aquarium  rivers, streams, lakes 
62 Puntius sophore (Hamilton, 1822)  public aquarium  rivers, streams, ponds 
63 Puntius ticto (Hamilton, 1822)  aquarium  river banks 
64 Racoma labiata McClelland & Griffith, 1842 Schizothoraichthys labiatus McClelland & 

Griffith, 1842 
  hill streams 

65 Raiamas bola (Hamilton, 1822) Barilius bola (Hamilton, 1822); Barilius 
jalkapoorei Shrestha, 1980 

fisheries, game fish  rivers, streams 



66 Raiamas guttatus (Day, 1870)  Barilius guttatus (Day, 1870) fisheries (minor)  hill streams 
67 Rasbora daniconius (Hamilton, 1822)  aquarium, fisheries (minor)  ditches, ponds, streams, rivers 
68 Salmostoma acinaces (Valenciennes, 1844) Oxygaster argentea (Day, 1867)   hill streams 
69 Salmostoma bacaila (Hamilton, 1822) Oxygaster bacaila (Hamilton, 1822)   rivers, ponds, streams 
70 Salmostoma phulo (Hamilton, 1822) Oxygaster phulo (Hamilton, 1822)   rivers, ponds, ditches 
71 Schizothoraichthys curvifrons (Heckel, 1838)  fisheries  rivers, lakes, swamps 
72 Schizothoraichthys progastus (McClelland, 

1839) 
 fisheries, game fish Vulnerable hill streams 

73 Schizothorax esocinus Heckel, 1838 Schizothoraichthys esocinus (Heckel, 1838) fisheries, game fish  hill streams, rivers, lakes 
74 Schizothorax macrophthalmus Terasima, 1984    high mountain lake- Rara 
75 Schizothorax molesworthi (Chaudhuri, 1913)  game fish   
76 Schizothorax nepalensis Terasima, 1984    high mountain lake- Rara 
77 Schizothorax niger Heckel, 1838 Schizothoraichthys niger (Heckel, 1838) fisheries  lakes 
78 Schizothorax plagiostomus Heckel, 1838 Schizothorax sinuatus Heckel, 1838 fisheries Vulnerable streams 
79 Schizothorax raraensis Terasima, 1984    high mountain lake- Rara 
80 Schizothorax richardsonii (Gray, 1832)  fisheries, game fish Vulnerable mountain streams 
81 Securicula gora (Hamilton, 1822) Oxygaster gora (Hamilton, 1822)   rivers, canals 
82 Sinilabeo dero (Hamilton, 1822) Labeo dero (Hamilton, 1822) fisheries, bait  shallow torrential hill streams 
83 Tor putitora (Hamilton, 1822) Tor mosal (Hamilton, 1822) fisheries, aquaculture, game fish Vulnerable streams, lakes, river pools 
84 Tor tor (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, aquaculture, game fish Endangered streams, lakes, river rapids 
 Family: Psilorhynchidae     
85 Psilorhynchoides pseudecheneis (Menon & 

Dutta, 1964) 
Psilorhynchus peudecheneis Menon & 
Dutta, 1964 

 Vulnerable hill streams, rivers 

86 Psilorhynchus balitora (Hamilton, 1822)    hill streams, rapids 
87 Psilorhynchus homaloptera Hora & Mukerji, 

1935 
   torrent streams- rocky bottom 

88 Psilorhynchus sucatio (Hamilton, 1822)    hill streams 
 Family: Balitoridae     
99 Acanthocobitis botia (Hamilton, 1822) Nemacheilus botia (Hamilton, 1822)   streams 
90 Balitora brucei Gray, 1830    torrential hill streams 
91 Homaloptera bilineata Blyth, 1860    torrential streams 
92 Nemacheilus devdevi (Hora, 1935)    swift streams - pebble bottom 
93 Nemacheilus multifaciatus Day, 1878    rapid rivers, streams 
94 Schistura beavani (Gunther, 1868) Nemacheilus beavani (Gunther, 1868)   clear hill streams 
95 Schistura corica (Hamilton, 1822) Nemacheilus corica (Hamilton, 1822)   hill streams - sandy bottom 
96 Schistura rupecula McClelland, 1838 Nemacheilus rupecola (McClelland, 1838)   small streams – pebble bottom 
97 Schistura savona (Hamilton, 1822) Nemacheilus savona (Hamilton, 1822)   streams - gravel bottom 
98 Schistura scaturigina McClelland, 1839 Nemacheilus scaturigina (McClelland, 

1839) 
  streams – gravel bottom 

 Family: Cobitidae     
99 Botia almorhae Gray, 1831    hill streams 
100 Botia dario (Hamilton, 1822)  aquarium   clear mountain streams 
101 Botia dayi Hora, 1932     



102 Botia histrionica Blyth, 1860    mountain streams 
103 Botia lohachata Chaudhuri, 1912  aquarium  hill streams 
104 Lepidocephalichthys guntea (Hamilton, 1822) Lepidocephalichthys nepalensis Shrestha, 

1980 
aquarium  flowing waters 

105 Pangio pangia (Hamilton, 1822) Acanthophthalmus pangia (Hamilton, 
1822) 

  slow moving rivers 

106 Somileptus gongota (Hamilton, 1822)    rivers, streams 
 Family: Bagridae     
107 Batasio batasio (Hamilton, 1822)  minor commercial in fisheries  streams 
108 Hemibargus menoda (Hamilton, 1822) Mystus menoda (Hamilton, 1822)   rivers, ponds 
109 Mystus bleekeri (Day, 1877)  aquarium  lakes, tanks, rivers 
110 Mystus cavasius (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries  rivers, lakes, ditches, ponds 
111 Mystus tengara (Hamilton, 1822)    rivers, ponds 
112 Mystus vittatus (Bloch, 1794)  aquarium  lakes, swamps, flowing waters 
113 Rita rita (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries  rivers 
114 Sperata aor (Hamilton, 1822) Mystus aor (Hamilton, 1822) fisheries, game fish  rivers, ponds, lakes, reservoirs 
115 Sperata seenghala (Sykes, 1839) Mystus seenghala (Sykes, 1839) fisheries, game fish  rivers, canals, ditches 
 Family: Siluridae     
116 Ompok bimaculatus (Bloch, 1794)  fisheries, aquaculture, aquarium  streams, rivers, canals, tanks 
117 Ompok pabda (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries  rivers, streams, ponds, lakes 
118 Ompok pabo (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries  rivers, ponds, lakes 
119 Wallago attu (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)  fisheries, game fish  large rivers, lakes, tanks 
 Family: Pangasiidae     
120 Pangasius pangasius (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, aquaculture, game fish  rarge rivers 
 Family: Amblycipitidae     
121 Amblyceps mangois (Hamilton, 1822)    hill streams 
 Family: Erethistidae     
122 Erethistes pussilus Muller & Troschel, 1849    hill streams 
123 Erethistoides montana montana Hora, 1950 Erethistoides montan Hora, 1950   streamlets 
124 Laguvia ribeiroi Hora, 1921    swift streams, mountain rapids 
 Family: Sisoridae     
125 Bagarius bagarius (Hamilton, 1822)  game fish, fisheries (minor)  large and medium rivers 
126 Bagarius yarrelli (Sykes, 1839)  fisheries (minor)  rivers 
127 Euchiloglanis kishinouyei Kimura, 1934 Coraglanis kishinouyei Kimura, 1934   rocky-gravel pools in streams 
128 Exostoma labiatum (McClelland, 1842) Exostoma labiatus (McClelland, 1842)   Mountain rapids 
129 Gagata cenia (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries  rivers 
130 Gagata gagata (Hamilton, 1822)    rivers 
131 Gagata sexualis Tilak, 1970    upper reaches of rivers 
132 Gangra viridescens (Hamilton, 1822) Nangra viridescens (Hamilton, 1822) fisheries  upper reaches of rivers 
133 Glyptosternon maculatum (Regan, 1905) Glyptosternum maculatum (Regan, 1905)   mountain rapids 
134 Glyptothorax annandalei Hora, 1923    Mountain rapids 
135 Glyptothorax cavia (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries (minor)  mountain rapids, springs 



136 Glyptothorax conirostre (Steindachner, 1867) Glyptothorax conirostris (Steindachner, 
1867) 

fisheries (minor)  mountain rapids 

137 Glyptothorax gracilis (Gunther, 1864)    mountain streams 
138 Glyptothorax indicus Talwar, 1991 Glyptothorax horai Shaw & shebbeare, 

1936 
  fast flowing streams 

139 Glyptothorax pectinopterus (McClelland, 1842)    streams, mountain rapids 
140 Glyptothorax telchitta (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries (minor)  hill streams 
141 Glyptothorax trilineatus Blyth, 1860  fisheries  mountain streams 
142 Hara hara (Hamilton, 1822)    slow moving rivers, streams 
143 Hara jerdoni Day, 1870    slow moving rivers, streams 
144 Laguvia ribeiroi Hora, 1921 Glyptothorax ribeiroi (Hora, 1921)   swift streams 
145 Myersglanis blythi (Day, 1870) Glyptosterrum blythi (Day, 1870)   hill streams, mountain rapids 
146 Nangra nangra (Hamilton, 1822) Gagata nangra (Hamilton, 1822)   upper reaches of rivers 
147 Parachiloglanis hodgarti (Hora, 1923) Euchiloglanis hodgarti (Hora, 1923)   torrential streams 
148 Pseudecheneis sulcata (McClelland, 1842) Pseudecheneis sulcatus (McClelland, 1842)   fast flowing hill streams 
149 Sissor rabdophorus Hamilton, 1822  fisheries (minor)  fast flowing streams 
 Family: Schilbeidae     
150 Ailia coila (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries  large rivers 
151 Clupisoma garua (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, game fish  large water bodies 
152 Clupisoma Montana Hora, 1937    rapid rivers, streams 
153 Eutropiichthys goongwaree (Sykes, 1839)    rivers, canals 
154 Eutropiichthys murius (Hamilton, 1822) Pseudeutropius murius batarensis Shrestha, 

1978 
fisheries  rivers, streams, canals 

155 Eutropiichthys vacha (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, game fish  rivers, canals 
156 Pseudeutropius atherinoides (Bloch, 1794)  minor commercial  rivers 
157 Silonia silondia (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, game fish  rivers 
 Family: Chacidae     
158 Chaca chaca (Hamilton, 1822)  aquarium  rivers, canals, ponds 
 Family: Olyridae     
159 Olyra longicaudata McClelland, 1842    small rocky hill-streams 
 Family: Heteropneustidae     
160 Heteropneustes fossilis (Bloch, 1794)  fisheries, aquaculture, aquarium  ponds, ditches, swamps 
 Family: Clariidae     
161 Clarius batrachus (Linnaeus, 1758)  fisheries, aquaculture, aquarium  swamps, ponds, ditches, pools 
 Family: Belonidae     
162 Xenentodon cancila (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries (minor), aquarium 

(potential) 
 rivers, ponds, canals 

 Family: Anguillidae     
163 Anguilla bengalensis bengalensis (Gray, 1831) Anguilla bengalensis (Gray, 1831) fisheries, aquaculture, game fish Vulnerable rivers, streams, pools, 

reservoirs 
 Family: Poeciliidae     
164 Gambusia affinis (Baird & Girard, 1853) Gambusia affinis patruelis (Baird & Girard, 

1853) 
aquarium, fisheries (minor)  ponds, lakes, slow moving 

streams 



 Family: Aplocheilidae     
165 Aplocheilus panchax panchax (Hamilton, 1822) Aplocheilus panchax (Hamilton, 1822) aquarium  ponds, ditches, canals, 

reservoirs 
 Family: Synbranchidae     
166 Monopterus cuchia (Hamilton, 1822) Amphipnous cuchia (Hamilton, 1822) fisheries  muddy water 
 Family: Channidae     
167 Channa barca (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries (minor)  large rivers 
168 Channa gachua (Hamilton, 1822)    medium and large streams, 

stagnant water 
169 Channa marulius (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, aquaculture, game fish  canals, lakes, swamps 
170 Channa punctata (Bloch, 1793) Channa punctatus (Bloch, 1793) fisheries, aquaculture, aquarium  ponds, swamps, ditches 
171 Channa stewartii (Play fair, 1867)  fisheries (minor)  ponds, streams 
172 Channa striata (Bloch, 1793) Channa striatus (Bloch, 1793) fisheries, aquaculture, aquarium  ponds, streams, rivers 
 Family: Ambassidae     
173 Chanda nama Hamilton, 1822  fisheries (minor), aquarium  streams, canals, ponds 
174 Parambassis ranga (Hamilton, 1822) Chanda ranga (Hamilton, 1822) fisheries, aquarium  sluggish and stagnant water 
175 Pseudambassis baculis (Hamilton, 1822) Chanda baculis (Hamilton, 1822)   ponds, ditches, pools, rivers 
 Family: Sciaenidae     
176 Daysciaena albida (Cuvier, 1830)  fisheries  rivers, coastal waters 
177 Johnius coitor (Hamilton, 1822) Sciaena coitor (Hamilton, 1822) fisheries (minor)  rivers 
 Family: Badidae     
178 Badis badis (Hamilton, 1822)  aquarium  rivers, ponds, ditches 
 Family: Nandidae     
179 Nandus nandus (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, aquarium  ditches, lakes, reservoirs 
 Family: Anabantidae     
180 Anabas testudineus (Bloch, 1792)  fisheries, aquaculture, aquarium  lakes, ponds, swamps, rivers 
 Family: Gobiidae     
181 Glossogobius giuris (Hamilton, 1822)  aquaculture, aquarium  rivers, ditches, ponds 
 Family: Osphronemidae     
182 Colisa lalia (Hamilton, 1822) Colisa lalius (Hamilton, 1822) aquarium  slow moving streams, lakes 
183 Ctenops nobilis McClelland, 1845  aquarium  rivers, lakes, streams 
184 Polyacanthus fasciatus (Bloch &Schneider, 

1801) 
Colisa fasciatus (Bloch &Schneider, 1801) aquarium, fisheries (minor)  rivers, ditches, ponds, lakes 

 Family: Mugilidae     
185 Rhinomugil corsula (Hamilton, 1822)  fisheries, aquaculture  rivers 
186 Sicamugil cascasia (Hamilton, 1822)    upper reaches of rivers 
 Family: Mastacembelidae     
187 Macrognathus aculeatus (Bloch, 1786)  aquarium, fisheries (minor)  medium to large rivers 
188 Macrognathus aral (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)  fisheries  ponds, slow moving rivers 
189 Macrognathus pancalus Hamilton, 1822 Mastacembelus pancalus (Hamilton, 1822) fisheries (minor)  shallow rivers, streams, ponds 
190 Mastacembelus armatus (Lecepede, 1800)  fisheries, aquarium  streams, rivers 
 Family: Tetraodontidae     
191 Tetraodon cutcutia Hamilton, 1822    ponds, canals, rivers 



* Conservation status is given after Shrestha (1995) 

 
Exotic fish species 
 
 Family: Cyprinidae     
192 Aristichthys nobilis (Richardson, 1845)  fisheries, aquaculture  rivers, lakes 
193 Ctenopharyngodon idella (Valenciennes, 1844)  aquaculture, game fish, fisheries  lakes, ponds, pools, rivers 
194 Cyprinus carpio carpio Linnaeus, 1758 Cyprinus carpio Linnaeus, 1758 fisheries, aquaculture, game fish  rivers, lakes, ponds 
195 Hypophthalmichthys molitrix (Valenciennes, 

1844) 
 fisheries, aquaculture  ponds, slow flowing rivers 

 Family: Salmonidae     
196 Oncorhynchus masou rhodurus Jordon & 

Mcgregor, 1925 
Oncorhynchus rhodurus Jordon & 
Mcgregor, 1925 

fisheries  lakes 

197 Oncorhynchus mykiss (Walbaum, 1792) Salmo gairdneri Richardson, 1836 fisheries, aquaculture, game fish  rivers, lakes 
198 Salmo trutta trutta Linnaeus, 1758 Salmo trutta Linnaeus, 1758 fisheries, aquaculture, game fish  mountainous streams 
 Family: Cichlidae     
199 Oreochromis mossambicus (Peters, 1852) Tilapia mossambica (Peters, 1852) fisheries, aquaculture, game fish, 

aquarium 
 sluggish streams, canals, 

ponds 
200 Oreochromis niloticus niloticus (Linnaeus, 

1758) 
Tilapia nilotica (Linnaeus, 1758) fisheries, aquaculture  rivers, lakes, canals,  

 
Sources: (Shrestha, J., 1995, 2002; Shrestha, T.K., 2003) 
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